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Dear Parents,

My name is Jonathan Walton and I would like to thank you for taking the time to learn more about your child’s involvement in the New York City Urban Project. InterVarsity Christian Fellowship’s vision is to see lives transformed, campuses renewed and world changers developed. InterVarsity’s Urban Proejcts are catalytic programs that help transform students into world changers.

In New York City we do this by working in partnership with non-profit organizations that tutor and mentor inner-city students, feed the homeless, and fight sex-trafficking and slavery. Some of our partners in these efforts include World Vision, Not For Sale, the Nomi Network, and the Bowery Mission. The New York City Urban Project proclaims in the resurrection of Jesus into systemic injustice and wishes to reflect God’s Kingdom inside and outside the halls of academia.

One way that this vision is implemented is through our Summer Immersion Program (SIP). NYCUP SIP is a 6-week discipleship program that provides training on how to effectively engage with social injustice. We develop focused, informed and inspired leaders by allowing them to dive deep into issues through internships with local agencies while residing in a house with other NYCUP students and trusted staff committed to seeking justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What will my child be doing?

During the Summer Immersion Program, your son/daughter will be working alongside other students from across the United States to confront issues of injustice in NYC. Students will be placed in internships with our partner organization based on their career goals and present skill sets.

Ex: Melissa Long (Hunter College ’10) wanted to hone her skills as a community organizer. Her internship as the Hope Fair coordinator brought together 19 organizations in service to those in need in Washington Heights and Inwood.

Ex: Will Chang (Binghamton ’12) wanted to see business and his faith intersect. We provided an internship where he was part of a hands-on team developing a business plan for A New Creation Bakery that will offer employment and training for homeless men and women in New York City.
At night, workshops on prayer, worship and scripture study are our focus as we look at the issues discussed above through the lens of the Gospel. We also have featured speakers like Dr. Barry Smith, Director of the Rogison Institute at New York Presbyterian Hospital and Mr. Jewel Jones, Director of the Love Kitchen and Vice President of the Food Bank of New York.


Where will my child live?

During the Summer Immersion Programs students will be housed at facilities that provide the necessary environment and amenities that are conducive to comfort, community and learning. Past sites have included Chinese Christian Herald Center, JUMP Ministries in the Bronx, and the Bowery Mission. Male and female students reside in separate quarters with assigned staff on the same floor. 

Is NYCUP safe?

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship’s Global and Urban Projects and Global Treks have served thousands of students for more than 30 years. Since 1993, more than 500 students have served with NYCUP’s experiential programming. Students go through an extensive orientation that introduces them to each other and their new surroundings. Safety of staff and volunteers is always our highest priority. 

Is this a worthwhile use of my money and time?

Service learning, leadership development and networking are fast-rising priorities among leading colleges and universities. NYCUP SIP engages all of these values and more in a comprehensive 6-week program. Additionally, guidance and mentorship on how to deal with racism, prejudice, sex-trafficking, and the other injustices of this world with victory, joy and peace amidst the suffering is worth the financial cost and time commitment.

Who is the Director?

A scholarship from the Kluge Foundation to Columbia University brought me to New York in the fall of 2004. During my time there I was able to publish my second and third volumes of poetry and deepen my involvement in the cause of rehabilitating child soldiers in Northern Uganda with Invisible Children and later World Vision. During my time at Columbia, through InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and our partners we were able to raise nearly $250,000 in resources and mobilize 1000 students along the east coast.

After having built an extensive network of campuses and faith-based organizations as an artist member of the Speakers Bureau for World Vision, I came on as the New York City Urban Project Director for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. The opportunities that I was given to develop as a leader and make long-lasting impact, I want to see students and volunteers have as well. Over the last 4 years, we have engaged more than 2000 volunteers and 65 spring break and summer interns.


Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me using the information below. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely,
Jonathan Walton
New York City Urban Project Director

17 West 27th Street
Third Floor
New York, New York 10001
434-774-7938
nycurbanproject@gmail.com
www.nycurbanproject.com
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